
St. Margaret Clitherow’s, Threshfield. 

Minutes of Parish Meeting – Tuesday 11
th

 September, 2012 

 

Present: Fr. Andrew,  Vicky Fattorini, Chris Ellwood,  Helen Ellwood, Maureen Keep,  Fiona Romano, Pauline 

Copeland, Cath Barclay,  Audrey Yates,  Ann Davies, Raymond James, Margaret James, Maria Donizetti, Joe Pope 

Apologies:  Peter Vetch,  Heather Mallinson. 

Minutes:  Minutes of last meeting were approved. 

Treasurer’s report:  Raymond informed the meeting that the balance in the bank on 31st August 2012 stood at 

£4401.04, while the “cash in hand” was £29.66. The Grassington Festival event generated an income of £267.00 

while the Flower Festival raised £1201.00. A donation of £150.00 had been received from the Horticultural Society 

which exactly covered the expenses for the event. The Buckden Singers’ Concert raised a further £241.85. 

Church maintenance:  

a) Carpet: Vicky was thanked for her supervision during the laying of the new carpet in the sanctuary. The 

Fattorini trustees who paid for the carpet were also thanked. 

b) Painting of fascia boards and guttering. Concern was expressed that this work was urgent to prevent 

further deterioration. It was agreed that quotes should be obtained from John Bradley and Peter Dean. 

Raymond and Maureen offered to facilitate this. Vicky again suggested that Swinden Quarry often 

supported local initiatives. 

c) Re-pointing of the piers at the four corners.  The meeting agreed to ask Barry Wilkinson for information 

and advice on this matter. James Harker was recommended as a possible contractor. 

Recent Activities:  

a) Flower Festival. The meeting praised the great success of this event and the income it generated. Fiona was 

thanked for her organisation and work. 

b) Festival Concert. The concert was well attended and busy. Vicky commented that the musicians arrived too 

early and were unable to gain access to building. It was felt that in future the Festival organisers should give 

more specific information about arrival and rehearsal times to prevent this happening again. Fiona felt that 

there were too few volunteers for refreshments and this needed to be addressed for future events. Helen also 

suggested that the church needs more crockery for future occasions when refreshments need to be provided. 

c) Catenians. Fr. Andrew said that the Catenians had been appreciative of the welcome they received and had 

given a donation to the church. 

d) Buckden Singers’ Concert. This proved to be a very successful evening. Raymond has written to thank 

them for their welcome contribution to church finances. 

e) Justice and Peace Group. Audrey and Maureen open the church for meetings and it was noted that the 

group seemed happy to use the church as a venue. 

Future activities: 

a) Grassington Dickensian weekends: Fr. Andrew has received a request from the organisers for information 

about church services during the Dickensian weekends. The meeting set the date for the Carol Service as 9
th

 

December with refreshments of mulled wine and mince pies and it was agreed to submit this date as well as 

mass times for inclusion in the Dickensian newsletter. Fr. Andrew also suggested that the church could offer 



the car park facilities to the committee for the three Saturdays, providing it was officially manned, and the 

income equally divided between the two parties. 

b) 40
th

 anniversary celebrations: St. Margaret’s celebrates the 40th anniversary of its dedication on 2nd 

October 2013.  Fr. Andrew suggested that celebrations should take place on Sunday 6
th

 October 2013. A 

shared buffet lunch for parishioners was also suggested. Vicky, Fiona, Pauline and Cath volunteered to be 

part of a sub-committee to co-ordinate ideas. It was felt that St. Margaret Clitherow should feature 

prominently in the celebrations with the possibility of a pilgrimage to her shrine in York. 

A.O.B.    

Audrey: Audrey expressed concern that the board and notices required amendment following the change of 

Sunday Mass times. Cath agreed to do this. Audrey also suggested that a welcome and refreshments should 

be  provided for Mark Bentley when he reached the church on 15
th

 Sept afternoon on his Charity Bike Ride. 

Cath:  Cath expressed a wish to make a donation of £200 to the church in memory of her parents and asked 

for suggestions for an appropriate use of the money. Helen also suggested that a memorial be given in Fr. 

Peter’s memory. Although no decision was made the following possibilities were raised: new candlesticks 

for the altar, lectern, holy water stoup, altar cloth, stand for Baptismal font. 

Maria: Maria expressed gratitude to Fr. Andrew for his sensitive and thoughtful facilitation of arrangements 

for Fr. Peter’s funeral. The meeting agreed that the parish had felt that he had addressed their needs at this 

time. 

Fr. Andrew:  The parish has been invited by St. Wilfred’s, Burnsall to join in a special service which they 

have arranged for the feast of St. Wilfred on Friday, 12
th

 October. 

Fr. Andrew: Christmas Mass times were discussed: Christmas Eve: Carols at 7.30pm, Mass at 8.00pm. 

followed by sherry and mince pies. Christmas morning: 11.00am. 

Fr. Andrew:  Fr. Andrew raised concerns about the provision of Mass in the event of bad winter weather. 

He said that if a priest was unable to drive to the church, arrangements needed to be put in place for 

notifying parishioners. He has undertaken to put together a suitable Eucharistic Service for emergency 

Sunday use. 

Chris: Chris was willing to organise another “Works Outing”. The meeting agreed a date of 30
th

 October at 

the Tennants’ Arms for a carvery. 

 

An additional meeting will be held on Tuesday, 8
th

 January 2013 for interested parties to plan the Church 

House Coffee Morning which raises funds for St. Margaret’s Church. 

 

Next meeting: Tuesday, 5
th

 February 2013, 7.30p.m.  

Mass will be celebrated at 7.00p.m. 

 

                                                                       

 

 

 


