
Churches Together in |Upper Wharfedale Chairman’s  Annual Report for 2010 

 

2010 saw us begin with our AGM at Scargill at which Pauline Broadwith from The 

Churches Commission Regional Farming Business Support unit talked to us about the 

work she and her organization do in supporting farmers in the local community. It was 

extremely interesting and gratifying to know that help and support is out there for farmers 

who may be in difficulties 

 

2010 calendar of events have passed off well.  

 

Peter Yorkstone celebrated the Unity Service at Grassington Town Hall and Peter 

Whitaker was the speaker. The service was enhanced by the ad hoc music group and the 

event was well- received.  

 

The Lenten Activities again were well -supported and will be repeated this year. The 

procession was well attended and very moving. We did not produce any cards or posters 

but it seems attendance at services was not affected. We organized a Seder evening at St. 

Margaret’s at which Sue and Mike Dorsey from the Leeds Jewish Representative Council 

came and gave us an excellent explanation and presentation on the Passover meal and 

other  Jewish practices. 

 

The Lambing Services at Kettlewell, Hetton and Burnsall were all well-supported and the 

Jazz Songs of Praise was a huge success. The Songs of Praise at Buckden schoolroom 

was an excellent evening and we hope to invite the Praise Group from Gargrave again 

this year. 

 

The Festival Service was excellent and well- attended again this year. Bridget and Adrian 

Plass were our speakers and Peter Thomas led the service.  

 

Arrangements for Kilnsey Show did not go as well as hoped. The bulk of the work fell to 

just one or two individuals - Kath and David Phillips in particular. We need to review this 

well before next year’s plans are put in place. 

 

Our Christmas and Advent celebrations took place as normal. I would like to thank Peter 

Thomas for all his efforts in organizing the children, the donkey and making the whole 

thing run like clockwork I’d also like to thank the clergy who led the various events.  

 

The website has been up and running since our last meeting. It provides an excellent way 

of advertising what we do and of communicating between the different communities. I’d 

like to thank Peter for setting it up for us and for maintaining it. Please do use it !! 

 

 

Lastly we are very sad to be losing Fr Peter Dawber as a member of our team. At his last 

Mass he was presented amongst other things with a small token of CTiUW’s 

appreciation. We shall miss him greatly and our thoughts and prayers go with him. 

 



 

 

Plans for 2011 

 

It was decided to replace our usual Unity Service in January/ February 2010 with a pulpit 

exchange. It will be interesting to see how this is received. As we have no Methodist or 

Roman Catholic clergy at present the load on the Anglican clergy and Peter Thomas has 

been heavier than I would have wished and I would like to thank them for their 

commitment. 

 

At present, we plan to hold our normal Lenten activities – study groups, lunches and our 

Holy Week processions. These will all be advertised in the Link, in Church Notices and 

on the Churches Together website. 

 

Our main thrust however this year is to re-examine the aims of  CTiUW and  see if we 

can somehow re-energise our activities. This meeting will be the beginning of that 

process. 

 

 

Anne Vetch 
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