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Minutes
Buckden Parish Council

Minutes of the Meeting of Buckden Parish Council held on Monday 9th November at 8.00pm in Buckden Parish Institute.

1.
In Attendance:

Mr. G. Schofield (Chairman)

Ms. A. Peters

Mr. C. Thornborrow

Mrs. J. Deadman

Mr. P. Breen

Mr. T. Berry (Clerk)
C.Cs. Mrs. S. Marshall & Mr. J. Roberts.

Guest Speaker: Ms. Claire Mazurke – CDC Corporate Performance & Improvement Manager.
2.
Minutes of the previous Meeting.

An item from AOB had been omitted from the October Minutes so were not accepted. This omission will be corrected and the Minutes resubmitted at the December Meeting. 

3.
Declaration of Interests.

No Councillor declared any pecuniary or personal interest in any items to be discussed when invited to do so

4.
Matters arising.

4.1
Presentation of CDC ‘Council Plan 2010/2012 by Claire Mazurke, Corporate Performance & Improvement Manager. (ref: 5808) – Mr. Schofield welcomed Claire Mazurke and invited her to inform the Meeting about ‘The Council Plan 2010/12.’
Ms. Mazurke thanked the Council for their invitation. 

She gave each Councillor and the Clerk a copy of ‘Council Plan 2010/12’ stating this was a strategic document stating what the Council wanted to achieve and replaced the previous Administrative Plan. 
As there had been a change in the administration, there had been big changes in the Corporate Plan which was hoping to achieve 107 changes in 3 years but there was going to be a problem with financial restrictions. There had overall though been a good response from the feedback.
The Council plan must be ‘fit for purpose’ when judged by The Audit Commission, sadly it was judged to be below standard but hopefully the review 
plan would be better, this being strengthened for delivery when done with  unified support from the partners, Leeds City Region, Local Authorities in Yorkshire, Transport Departments locally. Buckden being in the National Park, planning decisions were made locally and so would not fall under the jurisdiction of CDC.
The Council’s current priorities were:

1)
Developing and Strengthening the local economy – this would include making available and employing housing land.

2)
Promoting the well-being of Craven’s communities – reducing waste and increasing recycling. Improving access to Council information and services.

3) 
A more cost-Effective and efficient Council – here the Council wants to listen more and respond to its customers. The Council also wants to manage its finances better.
Ms. Mazurke went on to talk about the necessary actions that would be needed to achieve these aims.

1) 
Improving economic plans throughout Craven was in villages other than Buckden (Bentham, Settle, South Craven, Skipton)

2)
Delivering local affordable housing and bringing sub standard homes up to a better habitable level. This was a Central Government requisite.

3)
Developing a waste system to minimise waste was going to be very expensive but it was hoped to achieve the targets by 2010.
4) 
Create a new Council website where residents could pay their Council bills over the internet and similarly book sessions at the swimming pool or the Arts Dept & Museum. There would be a host of other services which would be improved and delivered on. Bio-diversity issues would be opened up and there would be other agendas.  

5)
Implement the Council’s ‘Value for money framework’ and have an annual review. – this would be done by cross referencing with other Authorities viz County Councils, Police & Environmental Services. 
A new computer system was being introduced, this would be ‘off site’ so would be safer and would include a visualisation system.

6)
By moving to Belle Vue Mills where there is a 100 year lease there would be a reduction in CO2 emissions. The current site would have 40% affordable housing, some private housing and the pitch & put would remain.

The final document would be available from February 2010.

The move to Belle Vue Mills was to cost £4.2m but had to take place as the structure of the Granville St. premises was of steel frame construction and was rotting so the move was essential. The cost would be offset by the sale of some of the Councils land viz Granville St., No.9 High street and land behind the Town Hall.
Council would be using money from their Capital fund not their Savings Budget.

There is likely to be an election in May 2010, if there was a change of Central Government, the ‘nanny state’ would go and there would not be the centralisation as at present. If the Conservative Party were returned, there would be a cut back in support as local matters would have to be decided locally.

Ms. Mazurke, having been in the Buck Inn had been made aware of the problems of village public houses with regard rates and felt that CDC needed to be mindful of the local community needs/economic situation when making decisions. Local communities needed to be supported on economic 

improvement to ensure that local businesses survived to ensure the long term future of the community.
There were no questions from the Councillors and although Mr. Scofield invited Ms. Mazurke to stay, saying she lived in Pudsey she asked to be excused. Mr. Scofield on behalf of the Council thanked her.  


4.2
Icethaw Salt Supplies – Order and acknowledgement. (ref: 5828)

Mr. Schofield advised this had just been delivered. The Clerk asked if other salt and sand bins had been filled, this was confirmed.

4.3
YDNPA – Application for planning permission to put new window frames and double glazed units. Committee questioning validity and planning officer’s comments. (ref: 5806 & 5829) – YDNPA had advised that the change in window frames was acceptable but double glazed units were not. When the Councillors were advised they thought this theory was farcical in that there is so much emphasis on waste management, as visually there is little if any alteration in appearance from single to double glazing why this could not be used. A county Councillor advised that secondary glazing would be acceptable. 
Clerk to question this ideal with YDNPA.

4.4
YDNPA – Application for erection of agricultural workers dwelling at Vicarage Field. Committee’s comments. (ref: 5788 & 5830)
Withdrawal of application. (ref: 5844) – noted.
4.5 Copy of letter to Mr. G. Lee re: his comments on car parking alongside Village Green. (ref: 5831) – noted.
     4.6
YLCA – request on Council’s web site (ref:5820) Council’s response. 

(ref: 5832) – noted.
4.7
Thos. Jefferson, further correspondence re; seat at Hubberholme.

(ref: 5814 & 5833) – Clerk to send all details to Mr. Jefferson and advise on a local contractor. 
4.8
Mazars – return of March 2009 accounts plus account. (ref: 5834) Notice to be put in Notice Board inviting Parishioner to examine the accounts. Cheque made out to cover costs.
4.9
NYCC – Community Emergency Scheme. (ref: 5825) Councillor’s comments and NYCC response. (ref: 5836) – noted.

County Councillors report.

C.C. Mrs. S. Marshall reported that NY Net is to be introduced where it would be based at the Institute but she was unable to provide dates. This would improve the speed of internet access for local parishioners.(20mbs)

Budget Consultation Plan – Clerk to sent scanned copies to each Councillor for discussion in December.

The problem of speeding motorbikes through the Village was still being accessed by the Police. A Parish Councillor informed Mrs. Marshall that there was an unmarked Police vehicle (Silver/grey V.W. Golf) occasionally patrolling Kettlewell and beyond but tailgating cars pushing them on so as to increase 
their speed to get out of the way but then being overtaken and caught for speeding. Mrs. Marshall said she would look into this.

C.C. Mr. J. Roberts had nothing to report. 
5.
Correspondence received.

5.1*
YLCA – Election of Parish reps’ to the N. Yorks. C. C.. (ref: 5835) - noted.

5.2
SELRAP – Invitation to Conference. (ref: 5837) – available.

5.3*
CDC – Community Governance Review of all Parishes in Craven District.


(ref: 5839) – Taken by Councillor for completion..
5.4*
Yorkshire Dales Public Transport Users Group – email – Winter Bus Timetable, displayed. (ref: 5842) – noted.
5.5*
NYCC – Budget & Council Plan Consultation. (ref: 5843) – scanned copies to be distributed to Councillors for discussion at the December Meeting.
5.6
YLCA – email – S. Yorks. ‘Solid Foundations’ delivering affordable Housing event. (ref: 5845) – available.
5.7*
YLCA
Survey by the Plunkett Foundation. (ref: 5846) – Taken by Councillor for completion.
5.8*
Rural Services Community newsletter. (ref: 5848) – noted.
5.9*
YDNPA – Consultation on Special Qualities, Special Experiences. 

(ref: 5850) – Taken by Councillor for completion.
5.10
‘Country Air’ – Newsletter of Rural Action Yorkshire. (ref: 5851)

- available.

5.11
YLCA – email – Flooding in North Yorkshire. (ref: 5852) – available.
5.12*
‘Rural Matters’ – Newsletter of Yorks. & the Humber Rural Affairs Forum. (ref: 5853) – To be passed to Mr. J. Coupe.
5.13*
YDNPA – email from CC Mrs. S. Marshall re: ‘Planting to start for new woodland’. (ref: 5854) – noted.
5.14*
Rural Services Network – ‘State of’, questionnaire. (ref: 5855) 

- taken by Councillor for completion. 
5.15
‘Town & Country Noticeboards’. (ref: 5856) – available.
5.16*
Yorkshire Dales Access Forum Membership. (ref: 5857) – councillors declined the invitation.
5.17*
Rural Services Community newsletter. (ref: 5858) – noted.
6.
Finance.

6.1
HSBC – Community Account details. (ref: 5840) – noted.

6.2
HSBC – High Interest Account details. (ref: 5841) – noted.
7.
Planning.
7.1 YDNPA – email – Granted planning permission to erect 1 X 6m. scaffold pole to support a wireless repeater, wind generator and solar panel to provide broadband internet access at Green Haw Moor, Beckermonds. (ref: 5838)
– noted.
7.2
YDNPA – email – Granted planning permission for installation of a ground based V-Sat Dish and retention of existing 2 X Antennas, stone equipment building and ancillary development thereto for a period of 10 years. V-Sat Dish
to be enclosed by 1.5m high stone wall with timber access gate at Mount Pleasant Farm, Cray. (ref: 5847) - noted
7.3
YDNPA – Planning Agenda. (ref: 5849) – noted.
8. Any other business.
8.1 North Yorkshire Police – Neighbourhood Profile Guides – no Councillors felt they wanted to be members of the County wide team NY Police were seeking. (ref: 5859)

8.2 C.C. Mr. J. Roberts was asked about the possibility of the development of the land around Long Ashes Caravan Park. Mr. Roberts informed this development was not moving forward as the development would split Threshfield and there were not the local infra structure to support this development.
All items in the correspondence section that are marked ‘*’ were discussed. Paperwork for other items was available, but not discussed.


There was no other business; the Chairman closed the Meeting at 9.50pm.
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