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Minutes
Buckden Parish Council

Minutes of the Meeting of Buckden Parish Council held on Monday 8h September at 8.00pm in Buckden Parish Institute.
1.
In Attendance: 


Mr. G. Schofield (Chairman)


Ms. A. Peters


Mr. C. Thornborrow

Mrs. J. Deadman


Mr. P. Breen


Mr. T. Berry (Clerk)


C.C.s Mrs. S. Marshall & Mr. J. Roberts.

Mr. J. Ferguson (Yorkshire Dales, Road Verge Project), Mr. T. Seddon (OIC 
Buckden House) & Mr. I. Mann (National Park Authority)


3 Parishioners were also in attendance.

2.
Minutes of the previous Meeting.


The Minutes of the August Meeting were accepted as a true record. This was 
proposed by Ms. A. Peters and seconded by Mrs. J. Deadman.
3.
Declaration of Interests. 


No Councillor expressed any pecuniary interest in any items on the Agenda.
4.
Matters arising.


4.1
Chairman welcomed Mr. James Ferguson (Yorkshire Dales Road Verge 
Project) and Mr. Tony Seddon (OIC Buckden House) who each addressed the 
Meeting.

As Tony Seddon lives the furthest away Mr. Schofield asked him to speak first.


Mr. Seddon thanked the Council for the welcome and the opportunity to 
address the Council as to what was happening at Buckden House.


The boundary walls were becoming an area for concern due to there being 
undermined by the tree roots. They were due to be further inspected but had 
been collapsing with no prior warning. What was envisaged around the grounds 
of Buckden House was a 10ft high hedge above the where necessary rebuilt 
wall. The type of hedging was still under discussion but beech had been 
suggested. He said work had to be done on the walls but no schedule had been 
drawn up as money was an issue.


A Councillor pointed out that the quality of the work done on the rebuilding of 
the walls was poor as there were sections where large stones had been put of 
small stones which would always cause a weakness. Mr. Seddon asked if there 
were any Councillors who knew of stonewallers whose names should be 
included on the recognised list of subcontractors.

A Councillor then asked if there were any plans for hedging at the back where 
the trees have been cut down. It was also pointed out a hedge was needed to 
maintain visual privacy to the gardens of Manor Cottage and Rose Cottage. 
There was also a observation about adults standing on a ledge overlooking 
Buckden House grounds. Mr. Seddon said he would look into this matter.  



The items from the August Meeting were then discussed.

Item 1: Mr. Seddon said the 9.00pm ‘quiet policy’ was still in force and leaders 
were told of this on arrival. It was suggested a notice be put up on the front 
door of Buckden House to reinforce this, he agreed. If this notice was ignored, 
with him living in Richmond and his second in command living in Keighley on 
site control was difficult but hoped the notice would suffice. A Parishioner asked 
if Dr. G. Cox had been informed as if he hadn’t the Parishioner was going to 
inform him.

CC Mrs S. Marshall informed Mr. Seddon that planning permission would be 
required to rebuild the boundary wall as it was over 2m. high.


Mr. Seddon suggested maintaining contact with the Council so this is to now be 
a 6 monthly visit.


A Councillor asked if there were any forthcoming plans for the next 6 months 
and Mr. Seddon replied ‘No’.


Mr. Seddon offered the outdoor facilities to the children of the Village one day 
in December when Buckden House has a ‘quiet period’; this was well received 
and is to be followed up.


Parishioners and Councillors had no further points to raise.


Mr. Schofield then invited Mr. James Ferguson to address the Meeting.

Mr. Ferguson thanked Mr. Schofield for this opportunity. He informed the 
Meeting that he lived in Hebden and had joined YDNPA in February, with special 
interest in maintenance of the verges.


There had been 2 studies carried out on the verges, one in the early 1990’s and 
one 4 or 5 years ago. From these studies he was able to determine that the 
quality of the verges was in decline. This could be due to the grips, drainage, 
salt bins and changing conditions. The verges around Buckden were a legacy of 
the Wildlife Trust, Craven Council Highways Dept. and the local community. 
Sadly now the first two agencies did not cover these verges as there had been a 
change in the Environmental Policy.

Buckden had some of the best verges in the area with over 80 different species 
of plant in evidence between Buckden, Cray and Hubberholme but if we were 
mindful of these species they would be overrun by nettles, trees, bracken and 
other invasive plants. Now was the time to do something to overcome this 
problem and he was looking for a group of volunteers from the community to 
work under his guidance.

It was pointed out that due to the few number of Parishioners present; there 
was little chance of this happening as there appeared to be little interest.

A Councillor informed Mr. Ferguson that a large number of the fields adjacent to 
the verges belonged to the National Trust and perhaps he could ask the local 
Warden if a group of their volunteers could help. Mr. Ferguson thought this a 
good idea and would approach the Warden but also hoped some ‘locals’ would 
help too. A Councillor said if some flyers could be delivered, they would be 
distributed round the Village. He was hoping to work an afternoon in 
September with 4/6 people. CCV Mrs S. Marshall informed Mr. Ferguson that 
elderberry trees could not be cut down as these were a protected species.


A Councillor suggested that due to the changing weather conditions, this was 
perhaps why there was a change in the make up of the verge flora and fauna.


Another Councillor thought the verges were best when there was a ‘lenghtsman’ 
approximately 20 years ago, especially down Seal Bank which was badly 
overgrown now with brambles.


Following distribution of the flyers, Mr. Ferguson is hoping to have a group of 
volunteers either on September 24th or October 1st.


Mr. Ferguson thanked the Council.


As Mr. Ian Mann, National Parks, was present, he was invited to speak.


He had heard that there had been some complaints over the cost of the car 
parking in Buckden Car Park. This was not a new problem but it was a ‘political 
decision’ as to the level of pricing but it was the same in all local car parks. If 
there is a problem, this should be addressed to the Head of Park Management. 


A Parishioner asked if something could be done on the footpath between Cam 
Head to Buckden Pike. Mr. Mann pointed out that this was not a public footpath 
and therefore not their responsibility. The Parishioner said that stones were 
removed from the adjoining walls to help walkers over muddy areas, then come 
the Spring, he had to replace the stones onto the walls. He felt better surfacing 
of the footpath was required, Mr. Mann pointed out that this was an ‘open 
access’ area however he was willing to see if any improvements could be made 
from within their budget.


4.2
Letter sent to Mr. E. Salmon enclosing cheque of £94.50 to cover Public 
Liability Insurance. (ref: 5346) – noted. An apology was made to Mr. Salmon 
for spelling his name with a lowercase ‘S’ on the Agenda.

4.3
Email sent to David Cairns re: chevrons at Oughtershaw. (ref: 5347)- 
this correspondence seems to have come to an impasse, until there is another 
incident at this point no more is to be done.

4.4
Report on ‘work in progress’ re: benches at Hubberholme. Noted.

4.5
Further correspondence re: Phone Box at Oughtershaw. (ref: 5361)

Correspondence noted that this and the phone box in Buckden are under no 
‘closure order’. Clerk to follow up replacement for telephone box door.

4.6
Questionnaire from YDNPA re: Review of Housing Policies requested to be 
completed. (ref: 5351) Councillors felt this was not relevant.

4.7
Ownership of Village Hall. Review by PC Mr. P. Breen. Mr. Breen has 
found the deed of ownership of the Institute but when it was drawn up the 
Committee was to be made up from various groups which no longer are in 
existence in the Village. Mr. Breen to submit this at the next Institute Meeting 
to get the nominations for Council amended. CC Mrs S. Marshall had previously 
ensured that all Village Institutes in ‘her patch’ were held as Charitable Trusts.

4.8
Review of PC. Mr. P. Breen’s study day ‘Councillor Skills.’ (ref: 5354)


Mr. Breen said the date of this Course had been amended to September 15th.

County Councillors report:

CC Mr. J. Roberts reported that following the change over of political control of 
CDC, there was found to be a financial shortfall and each party were blaming 
the other. It was quite a large amount and the Conservatives, at present in 
control, were trying to sort it out

The conversion of the bus station in Skipton had started on the 8th and although 
initially there would be quite a disruption in traffic, this would only be 
temporary. There could be a problem with disabled parking as the car park at 
the side of the bus station was out of action but disabled drivers were parking 
on Skipton’s main street.

There had been an application for continuation of quarrying at Swindon quarry 
for the next 10 years.


Mr. Roberts advised planning permission was sought for 4 wind turbines at 
Chalker Reservoir and some at Brightenbar Hill, near Gargrave.


A planned takeover of Scargill House was in the offing. This was by a local 
consortium led by a Mr. Lord. Their views were to continue to use the site as at 
present.


Recycling continued to cause concern and it was felt this issue was not being 
addressed by holiday makers in rented accommodation.


Litter on verges especially around Kettlewell was causing problems. 

CC Mrs. S. Marshall reported that the TRO track from Upper Greenfield was now 
in force. Councillors expressed concern over Mrs Rogerson’s access as she 
works in Lancaster; these fears were allayed as her route is not along the TRO.

Winter Maintenance still causes concern trying to get both sides of Kidstones 
classified as category 1. A Councillor said he had read in the Darlington Post 
that this was so, Mrs. Marshall said she was unsure, watch this space. 


The Library now had provision for the public to go there to find out information 
about almost anything. This was done by operators using telephones.


Mrs. Marshall expressed concern about traffic congestion in rural areas, this will 
be discussed on item 5.2 correspondence.

The Clerk continues to express his concern at having to determine 
correspondence presented. These have asterisks against them on the Agenda.

Other items are available at the Meeting should they be required for 
examination or discussion.


5.
Correspondence received.


5.1
Airedale NHS Trust – Invitation to Trust’s Open Evening. (ref: 5348)

- advised.

5.2*
NYCC – Request for comments on congestion problems in our area.


(ref: 5349) – not thought to be applicable.



5.3
CDC – Housing Need Report. (ref: 5350) – advised.

5.4*
Donation of money in memory of Con & Mike Moore. (ref: 5352, 5356 & 
5357) Councillors were very grateful for this offer and felt it should be used as 
a one off payment for something permanent but this would need some careful 
thought. Item deferred to October Meeting. Mr. Moore advised by Clerk via 
email.

5.5
NYCC – Craven Area Committee Agenda. (ref: 5353) – advised.

5.6
CDC – Parish Clerks Forum. (ref: 5355) – advised.

5.7
Yorkshire Rural Community Council – ‘Country Air’, ‘The Playing Field’ 
etc. (ref: 5358) – advised.

5.8*
NYCC – Election Paper for Parish Council Representative. (ref: 5359)


Councillors thought there was insufficient information given or known about the 
candidates and could see no point voting.


5.9*
CDC – Local Development Framework Evidence Base Studies 
Consultation. (ref: 5360) – advised.

5.10
‘Clerks & Councils Direct’ journal. (ref: 5364) – advised.
6.
Finance.


6.1*
HSBC – Community Account details. (ref: 5363) – noted.
7.
Planning.


7.1
YDNPA – Planning Agenda. (ref: 5362) – advised.
8.
Any Other Business.


8.1
Carpet for bonfire.



8.2
Clerk asked to email Area 5 about blocked drain near a tree near Heber 
Farm barn on Kettlewell Rd. and also a pot hole that requires repair.


8.3
CC Mrs S. Marshall advised the Council that grants were available to 
purchase a strimmer to clear kerb sides of bush wood.


8.4
Ms. A. Peters gave the Council a cheque of £20.80 from her father Mr. J. 
Davies to help pay towards the upkeep of the Village Green. This was from a 
collection box situated in The Gallery. She said he did not want a thank you 
letter. The monies were from a collection box at Riverside Gallery.

There was no other business; the Chairman closed the Meeting at 10.00pm.
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