Buckden

Parish Council

Romany Cottage, Buckden

North Yorkshire. BD23 5JA.

Tel: Skipton (01756) 760365

Minutes
Buckden Parish Council

Minutes of the Electors Meeting of Buckden Parish Council held on Monday 14th May at 8.00pm in Buckden Schoolroom.
1.
In Attendance: Councillors Mr. G. Schofield, Ms. A. Peters, Mr. C. Clarke, Mr. T. Berry (Clerk). 5 Parishioners
Apologies were heard from C.C. Mrs. S. Marshall, D.C. Mr. J. Roberts & Mr. & Mrs. B. Way who also expressed 
their thanks for the work carried out by the Council for all over the previous 12 months.
2.
Minutes of the previous Meeting.

The Minutes of the 2011 Electors Meeting held on May 7th were presented; these were approved of by Mr. G. Schofield and seconded by Mr. C. Clarke. The Minutes of April 7th 2012 Meeting were presented. There approval was proposed by Ms. A. Peters and seconded by Mr. C. Clarke.
3.  Declaration of Interests.
No Councillor declared any pecuniary or personal interest in any item on the Agenda when invited. The result of which may have made a difference in the outcome as decisions or recommendations are being made.
Welcome to Parishioners.

Mr. Schofield welcomed the parishioners to the Meeting and asked if there was anything specific in which they were interested. There was no response so he continued with the review.

Review of work carried out by BPC during previous 12 months.

Mr. Schofield said it had been a hectic year which had had a few obstacles but overall he felt the work of the Council had been successful; he thanked the Councillors for their support and the Clerk. As there had been an election for Parish Councillors this year and the same Councillors were in post, he felt Parishioners must be happy with the situation too.
During the year there had been concern with the future of Kettlewell School but following diplomatic work which had also been difficult plus the help from the Sustainability Group for which he was very grateful along with the expertise of Messrs P. Vetch and C. Clarke which had been invaluable.

The Broadband issue was an on-going problem but was under the watchful eye of Messrs Vetch and Clarke.

The re-opening of The Buck Inn had been monitored by Mr. P. Breen and hopefully would be opened shortly.

The Parish Plan also is to be developed with the help of Mr. P. Breen.

The road maintenance and drainage work in the Parish was suffering but this was due to the current economic constraints.
Congratulations were given to D.C. Mr. J. Roberts on his recent electoral success. Mr. Schofield thanked Mr. Roberts and Mrs. S. Marshal for their hard work in supporting the work of the Council and their attendance at most Meetings.

4.
Matters arising.

4.1
Copy of letter sent to Mr. T. Akrigg following his resignation. (ref: 7221) – noted.
4.2
Official notice of co-option of Holly Rogerson to Council membership. – Holly Rogerson who was present was welcomed as a Councillor and came to sit with other Councillors.
4.3
Confirmation that Amanda Kent from Rural Action Yorkshire will be addressing the Council Meeting on Tuesday 12th June on the Parish Plan. (ref: 7210) – This is causing problems and requires more work to change dates and venue.
4.4
Current position of correspondence with NT properties to be presented by Mr. Schofield postponed from last month’s Meeting. (ref: 7219) Mr. Schofield had spoken to Ms. Janet Bibby (NT) and was awaiting further information.
4.5
OS maps of Buckden & Cray to highlight land belonging to Council to ensure this is registered. (See 8.4 April Minutes) (ref: 7262) Mr. Schofield informed the Meeting that some years ago he had been to look for these details with a Councillor at the time, Mr. C. Thornborrow. Clerk asked to examine old records.
4.6
Area 5 contacted and bridge survey requested for Election Bridge, acknowledged. (ref: 7261) – noted.
4.7
Optic cable to Oughtershaw. (ref: 7222, 7229) British telecoms and LN Communications inform that when the water pipe is laid a conduit with draw strings will be laid at the same time.
4.8
Yorkshire Water – Main-laying from Buckden to Oughtershaw schedule. (ref: 7268) Den Tansley requested to keep BPC up to date with work so Councillors and Parishioners can be made aware. 
4.9
Buckden House - Open Day. (ref: 7269) Following discussion with Stephen Barrett (OIC Buckden House) he is offering Buckden House for a ‘Coffee Morning’ as on other occasions. Councillors were grateful and Clerk informed earlier visits had been in mid August. Similar time again this year, Clerk to arrange suitable date.
4.10
Mr. Vetch thanked Mr. Schofield for this opportunity to keep the Council updated as to the work being carried out by The Sustainability Group. This is a group that has been set up by the Parish Councils’ of Buckden and Kettlewell with Starbotton as well as the School Governors. Mr Vetch explained that the group had completed the initial list of short term activities and were seeking the endorsement of the PC to continue. The short term activities included providing ideas to the school for promotion and publicity as well as building a website www.upperwharfedale.org to promote Upper Wharfedale & Littondale as attractive and viable places to live. The group has also spent time engaging with the communities of Littondale and Kilnsey & Conistone seeking their support for and engagement in the project. Other activities have included lobbying Reuben Brothers over the Buck Inn and communication with Cornerstone Communications (a Joint Venture network infrastructure company between O2 & Vodafone) regarding provision of an improved mobile telephone signal. The group has also made an input the YDNPA Management Plan Consultation process focusing on issues pertaining to sustainability of communities in Upper Wharfedale and Littondale.

For the next phase of work, the group have reviewed the barriers standing in the way of the twin objectives of more families in the dale and more children in the school. A number of areas of work have been identified as follows where the group feel they should be able to make an impact. These are: Working with the Governors to promote the school; Launching and marketing the www.upperwharfedale.org web site; Developing a message to engage the local communities in the work of the group; making input to the Parish Plan process in both KwS and Buckden parishes; Continuing to lobby the mobile companies for provision of 2 & 3G mobile services (or even 4G!); Establishing a business directory for Upper Wharfedale & Littondale; Engaging in the second consultation phase of the YDNPA Management plan process in the autumn.

The Council agreed that the work should continue and Mr. Schofield thanked Mr. Vetch and asked that the group continue their good work.
Click here to view a copy of Mr Vetch’s handout: 
[image: image1.emf]UWLSG_where_next_ v5_PCs.pdf


5.
Councillors Report.


No Councillors were present but D.C. Mr. Roberts had sent an email which the Clerk read out.

CDC

9, The High Street and the area behind the Town Hall was refused planning earlier in the year and the developers went to appeal. The Appeal has been heard and we wait to hear the result.

The Future of Skipton Town Hall is currently being debated.

The new Post Office in Skipton is being moved to what was Breezes and will be under the management of Sub Way.

The Appeal by Café Nero has been lodged. We wait to hear the date of the appeal.

Although we can do very little about commercial judgements the situation/closure of the Co-op and Beales is in my view catastrophic for Skipton.

National Park

Still awaiting the Local Development Plan form the Inspector

The Headlines in the Craven Herald was not good for the Park. That said I was at that Planning Meeting and I don’t recall any of the words or language that was supposed to have been said by the Member. People do tend to hear what they want to hear.

The Officers are now preparing the National Park Management Plan 2013-18.

The Boundary review has got to go to Public Enquiry.

The Sustainable Development Fund has got £160000 available to help local projects – if you can think of anything that would bring economical benefits to the Parish. 

My many concern is the work Yorkshire Water are going to put in to cutting a trench up to Oughtershaw – it’s the night work that is the worry (What will Sue Middleton do at Low Raisgill with her B&B guests?).

I have not heard from County about putting fibre optic cable in the Trench or about the Elect cable.

Finally the Public Buses I believe have now been sorted out and NYCC will consult the PCs before printing the Winter Timetable.

6.
Finance.

6.1
HSBC - Community Account details. (ref: 7203, 7230) – noted.

6.2
HSBC – High Interest Account details. (ref: 7204, 7231) – noted.
6.3
O’Reilly – PAYE – invoice. (ref 7227) – cheque for £60.00 made out to pay for PAYE and other expenses.

6.4
Northern Powergrid – Wayleave & Rent. (ref: 7270) – Cheque received for £6.90.
7.
Planning.
7.1
email YDNPA – planning permission granted for erection of steel portal agricultural building to cover midden and feed yard at Church Farm, Hubberholme. (ref: 7212) – noted.
7.2
email YDNPA – planning permission granted for erection of extension to existing dwelling at Pikefoot, Buckden. (ref: 7241) – noted.
7.3
YDNPA – Notice of Confirmation of Modification Orders – Cam High Rd. Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981 sec. 53. (ref: 7244) – noted.
8.          Correspondence received.

8.1
Copy of letter from Mr. G. Schofield to NYCC re: new bus times for school children. (ref: 7205)

Copy of email from Mr. J. Roberts to Mrs. S. Marshall informing of above and of his planned meeting with John Laking. (ref: 7223) – noted.
8.2
CDC - location of speed data equipment. (ref: 7206) – discussed but as the Assessment is necessary prior to the loan of the matrix, this having previously been done, no further action.

8.3
email – rsnonline (ref: 7207, 7218, 7236, 7249, 7265) – available.


Rsnonline – Rural Opportunities Bulletin May 2012. – available.

8.4
Flags & Flagpoles. (ref: 7208, 7238) tdhgroup (ref: 7226, 7242, 7257) insignia (ref: 7237) – available.

8.5
email from Mrs. S. Marshall re: YDNPA Vacancy. (ref: 7209) – available.

8.6
CDC – PC Election results. (ref: 7211) – available.

8.7
email – Public Sector Leadership conference. (ref: 7213, 7256) – available.


8.8
email – Build up – supporting built environment professionals. (ref: 7214) – available.
8.9
email – govnet – do you want to be first to hear from the new Education Funding Agency?
 (ref: 7215) – available.
8.10
YLCA – Parish Members of the YDNPA. (ref: 7216) – available.
8.11
Yorkshire & Humber Regional Training Partnership – want to be a better clerk? (ref: 7217) – available.
8.12
email – YLCA – Recruitment of two co-opted independent members of the North Yorks. Police & Crime Panel (ref: 7220) – available.
8.13       email – Kirkwells – Town Planning & Sustainable Development consultants. (ref: 7224) – available.
8.14        email – YLCA – Local Councils Officer advert. (ref: 7225) – available.
8.15
NYCC – Craven Area Committee Agenda. (ref: 7228) – available.
8.16
Playscheme. (ref: 7232) – available.
8.17
CDC – District & Parish Council Election results. (ref: 7233, 7234) – available.


8.18
‘Country Air’ newsletter of Rural Action Yorkshire plus invitation for membership. (ref: 7235) 
      – available.
 8.19       email - YLCA – Vacancy Stilington PC – Assistant Clerk. (ref: 7239) – available.
8.20      YLCA – White Rose Update – News. (ref: 7240) – available.
8.21
Zurich Municipal – insurance enquiry. (ref: 7243) – available.
8.22
email – YLCA – Help sought from Councils that have separate clerk & responsible financial officers. (ref: 7245) – available.
8.23        email – YLCA Advice Note & Code of Conduct (General Provisions). (ref: 7246) – available.
8.24        email – CDC – Community News – April 2012. (ref: 7247) – available.
8.25         email – PCSO Gary Battisson re: Oil thefts. (ref: 7248) – email read out and borrowed by Councillor.
8.26         email – YLCA – Craven Branch Meeting. (ref: 7250) – available.
8.27          email – Cyan Civic Benches. (ref: 7251) – available.
8.28          email – Rural Action Yorkshire – Village SOS Roadshow. (ref: 7252) – available.
8.29       CDC – The Localism Act: 2011, Standards Committee – replacement Parish representative. 
             (ref: 7253) - available.

             8.30       Clerks & Councils Direct. (ref: 7254) - available.

8.31        YDNPA – Your Yorkshire Dales National Park. (ref: 7263) - available.
8.32        YLCA – Powers to fund Jubilee Celebrations. (ref: 7264) - available.
8.33         Hinterland – Rural Intelligence from behind the headlines. (ref: 7266) - available.
9. Any other business.
9.1 Mr. Schofield was asked to move the pallet containing the salt & sand bags for storage. He agreed.

9.2 The small piece of land owned by the Council was auctioned – the winning bid coming from Ms.                 Peters who paid for last years rent.
9.3 An enquiry was made about the forthcoming plans to celebrate the Queen’s Jubilee. These will take place on June 5th when there will be a Street Party.

There being no further business, the Chair closed the Meeting at 9.15pm.

Chairman……………………………………………..Date: 11th June 2012.
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Upper Wharfedale & Littondale  
Sustainability Working Group 


Stage 2 
Susan Beazley 


Kate Beard 


Chris Clark 


Maggie McLellan 
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Short Term Activities – What we’ve done…. 


 Celebrating the School 
 Short term improvements to web-site 


 Living History day 


 


Marketing the Community 
 “Life in….” web-site developed and launched locally 


 


 Other stuff 
 Engaging with other communities / groups / bodies 


 Broader understanding of issues 


 Input to National Park Management Plan 


 Tactical actions: 


• Cornerstone / Reubens etc…. 
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Short Term Activities – what’s needed next 
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 Living History day 
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Barriers 
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Goals: 
More children in  the 


Dale 


 


 


More children in the 


school 


Education 


Financial viability 


Parental concern over long 
term future 


Stretched 
resources 


Lack of capacity to market / 
promote the school 


Littondale / K&C don’t see KPS as 
default choice 


Employment 


Fuel cost 


Mobile signal 


Tourism downturn 


Planning constraints 


Lack of premises Lack of customers 


No major employers 


Housing 
Housing too expensive for most young 
families:  
House prices – Ave: £473k 
 Wharfedale £436k 
 Littondale £562k 


 Rental property 
 ave. rent: £675 p.c.m.) 


What people want…… 


Aspirations  
(local): 


Are there any…… 


Availability of rental property 
 Currently 4 


Conflicting…… 


Perceptions 
(external): 


Remote 


“Cyril & Thora” 


“Wallace & Grommet” Holiday area 


“Locals here for generations” 


No employment Expensive 


Retirement Community 


Perceptions 
(internal): 


“Nothing can be done” 


“There’s no work here” 


“There’s no point trying” 







Priorities 


 Promoting the school 
 Working with the Governors 


 Input to the Parish Plans  


 Launch the web-site properly 


 Develop a simple message to engage the communities: 
 A vision of what good would look like  


• based on YDNPA Management Plan Input 


 Use Parish Plan process  / structure (where relevant) to propagate 


 Specific actions: 
 Mobile service 


 Business Network / Directory 


 National Park Management Plan Consultation Phase response 
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